Year 8 Parents

Information Evening
4th September 2025

Welcome
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Purpose of Meeting

Welcome / School Day/Communication
* Mr Gallagher

Pastoral Team / Top Tips for Support
Mrs Pepin

Overcoming challenges /Extra-
Curricular

Mrs McAtamney



Loreto College is a Voluntary
Grammar School

+ We set high expectations in terms of:
* Work
» Behaviour
- Aspirations

*+ We encourage all our students to do
their BEST and to be the BEST they
can be.
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The School Day
- 8.50am - 3.15pm

» 9/10 period day - 30/35 minutes each
» Break - 15 minutes

* Lunch - 40 minutes

» Extra -curricular activities

» Homework

Timetable
- 2 Week Timetable

» 7 Form classes & 8 group classes
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Year 8 Arrangements

* Your children completed CAT Test,
English Test and Maths Test in June.

» They are very high achieving pupils.
+ We will stretch and challenge

+ Some students may need additional
support.

+ We will support them the best we can.



Year 8 Arrangements

Loreto is about
» Challenge and Stretch

» Our aim is to encourage EVERY
student to reach their Full Potential.

*+ We will expect them to Work Hard
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PGSfOrGI Care N
We aim to educate for wholeness and dignity

* Pastoral Care Policy

- Child Protection Procedures
DCP - Mrs McEwan

DDCP - Bean Ui Uiginn

* Pastoral Care Programme
» 'Settling In to Year 8

» Take 5 School

* Eco School



e
The Pastoral Care Structure

Principal
Mr S Gallagher

Vice Principal
Mrs F Pepin

Head of Year 8 - Mrs McAtamney

Form Teachers in charge of each class
A B C D E F G

Mr Mr Mrs Mrs Mrs Mr Mrs
Bradley O'Kane Lowery Carey McBride Strange Niblock
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Some General Points

Support of parents

you are first educators
Pupil

Teachers € > Parents

The Campaign for Learning found that parental involvement in a
child’s education can make all the difference.



Communication with you... g
Parent Teacher Meetings (20t March)

Reports (January & June)
Homework Diary - Teacher

Comments - please check and sign



Communication with you...

» Email primary contact

» Parent Pay sign up is essential
- Website
- Text message

* Parents’

please access via link on texteach week.


https://www.loretocollege.org.uk/post/parents-newsletter

Facebook
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Communication with us...

Pastoral Issue

Form Teacher

Subject Teacher




Communication with us...

* Homework Diary (Parent Comment
Section)

* Phone Call to form teacher / subject
teacher

* Face-to-face meetings require
appointments to be made in advance.



Year 8 Pastoral Team
Mrs N McAtamney - Head of Year

- 8A Mr Bradley

- 8B Mr O'Kane

- 8C Mrs Lowery
- 8D Mrs Carey

- 8E Mrs McBride
- 8F Mr Strange
-+ 86 Mrs Niblock




How can you help?
Organisation

v’ Timetable - display

v" Folders

v' Check homework diary and sign

v' Specific area to study

v" Pack bag the night before
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FOLDERS
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Google Classroom

P'

GETITON

Google Play

SR

GOOGLE CLASSROOM CODES

=Class codes issued

=Check your child has

logged on.

=Help guide available

on our website
(information menu)

@



Promoting Positive Behaviour

Academic success requires an engaging
school environment.

Positive approach

We will acknowledge what is going well
and provide guidance if things go of f
track.

@



No

Chewing
No mobile phones ~ Gum




NO ENERGY DRINKS

@



IF & STUDENT IS UNWELL 2
DURING THE SCHOOL DAY ~

=They must tell a member of staff
A member of staff will assess

-Make a decision about contacting home/
trying to remain in school



LORETO MERIT CARD SYSTEM
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20 Meﬁts
This is a BRONZE award record card designed for students to collect

‘merits’. These merits may be awarded for:

{suven) 3 A - Academic Excellence

A {
> 7

y B - Behaviour
40 Merits C - Contribution

When the card is filled (i.e. 20 merits have been collected), this
certificate can be exchanged for a reward by the Head of Year.

o0
60 Merits Good Luck in collecting Bronze, Silver and Gold. ﬂvﬁ
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 TYPES OF MERIT CARDS

A
Y
g
B

Gold Award

hm Tuu her:
Parent (Ju.m.lmn Redeemed by HO\

“You are the author of your own life story” - Mary Ward
Reach for the Stars!

Silver Award

Name:
Form Teacher:
Parent / Guardian: Redeemed by HOY

“Patience is the remedy, there is no other” - Mary Ward

Red d by HOY on

“Be seekers of truth and doers of justice” - Mary Ward
Reach for the Stars!




ABSENCE

Your school work requires
ou to be in schog

mitment and consistency. It is very important for
P are absent it must be for a very good reason.

e will De closely monitored by Heads of Year and a summary will be
recorded in your Report Book.
e A reason for absence must be recorded below and signed by a
parent/guardian.

* Present your absence note to your Form Teacher on your return to school.

«Parent / Guardian to Smele gy elosat

absence signature Teacher

contact school via Contact nonn[ @S e X e/
Us page on website.

-

=Pupils must bring absence
notes the day they return.

= This should be posted in
box in foyer. Otherwise
school must chase for
unexplained absences.




TEMPORARY
RBSENCE

-Please avoid temporary
absences where possible.

- Pupils must get
temporary absences
signed by HoY in advance
of leaving school.

- Pupils must sign in and
out at the main office.

EEMPORARY ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL

As far as possible all appointments should be out of school hours. If you know in
advance that you will be arriving late to school after an appointment, you should
bring the diary (with the appropriate signed entry under Temporary Absence) to
your Head of Year on the day before the appointment. On arrival in school after the
appointment, you must sign the Late Book as usual, giving the time of arrival.

If you have to leave for an appointment during the school day, you must ensure that
your parent/guardian has signed the Temporary Absence page in the Homework
Diary, giving the time and nature of the appointment. Bring your diary to your
Head of Year before 9.00am. If permission is given the Head of Year will sign it and
the details will be recorded. On your way out of school sign the Temporary Absence
book at Reception. If you return to school on the same day enter the time of return
in the column provided.

Follow agreed procedures when leaving school during the day:
(1) Note from home outlining reason for temporary absence
(2) Show note to Head of Year / Vice Principal

(3) Sign Temporary Absence in Secretary’s Office.

YOU MUST ADHERE TO ALL 3 STEPS

Date of Reason for temporary absence Parent/Guardian | Form
absence signature Teacher
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PASTORAL

Daily registration

=Assembly

Pastoral programme

@



- Take 5 School
- Trained counsellor in school each week.
-Pupils visit the counsellor for a variety of reasons

and issues such as anxiety, coping with an illness in
the family or bereavement.

(.OQWA %@,

TakelsPe
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CHALLENGES FACING Y8'S

—

-Organising books
-Keeping on top of homework

-Completing projects/meeting deadlines

-Making friends

L

@



SOLUTIONS }\“j(

loHomework Club -supervised club with support
from senior pupils.

oMon -Wednesday 3.15pm to 4.15pm.

o1 / 1 hour 30 minutes homework is advised
oMaths Support Club - Tuesdays

oMy Maths - computer-based learning. Excellent
resource to use at home.

L




LEARNING SUPPORT

Y——\/\M\’\/WV\’VV\/—\—%
oStudents will be scheduled for additional support
if required.

o Numeracy

o Literacy

o Organisational skills

o Pastoral Support - nurture and bloom




Our free breakfast club runs from 8:30-8:50
e Tea
« Toast

EEVERYONE
Vedcoee




Cahir Higgins
oChoir oCross country
oOrchestra oSoccer
oEco-club oDrama club
oArt Club oBasketball

oNetball oMusic
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Finally ...

* We have receptive pupils

- Attendance is vital: miss school, miss out
*Manners & Respect is core

* Uniform

* Develop good study habits

Become part of our Loreto community!



Friends of Loreto & Events

GOLF CLASSIC
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ew Hydration Stations
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» Thank you for your suppor’rw

-Evaluation Form

‘Form Teachers - School Canteen



Please scan and complete our
evaluation form
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